
Pastor’s page: God’s Forgiving Love  

      He stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." They are all there when he 
returns, gloriously transformed; the living one thought by them to be dead. The fearless 
leader Peter, turned coward when confronted by the servant girl; the doubting Thomas, an 
eternal skeptic until confronted by the risen one; and all the fleeing disciples. Their shame 
and failure is forgiven instantaneously. When encountering such immense love, and being 
breathed on by his Spirit, they are transformed into missionaries and martyrs.  

      As a youngster I was deeply moved by Christ’s physical suffering both before and 
during the crucifixion. I remember reading a scientific analysis published in 1953 -“A 
Doctor at Calvary” by Pierre Barbet. Mel Gibson’s movie “The Passion of the Christ” 
seems to have Jesus bleeding out many times! But the four Gospels, in fact, spend little 
time on the details about the blood shed by Jesus in the scourging and crucifixion. Brutal, 
bloody and dehumanizing it certainly was; this torturing of an innocent man. But what 
was his greatest suffering? 

       The Gospels linger over the spiritual and psychological sufferings of Jesus. “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachtani, (My God, my God why have you abandoned me?) -his feeling of 
dereliction by the one he called ‘Abba, Father’;  and not the terrible details of his physical 
agony. The Agony in the Garden narratives make his spiritual struggle palpable. There is 
nothing more important in your life and mine than to be loved, and to love. We want 
friends whom we can count on to be there for us in our darkest hour. But it is the closest 
friends of Jesus who fail to love him to the end. His disciples have spoken loudly of their 
love and affection, but their separation from him is clear in the garden of Gethsemane as 
they fall asleep. When the arresting party comes to take him captive, they flee for their 
lives. Peter denies him, but so do they all. No, the Gospel accounts focus on his greatest 
suffering - his utter and complete desolation; and the failure of his plans, his hopes and 
dreams.  Death awaits him, and utter darkness. 

      The wonder of the resurrection is in the fact that denial, rejection and failure do not 
have the last word. The resurrection is the victory over all the deadly elements in your life 
and mine. The great gift of the risen Christ to his followers is forgiveness.   

      You and I fail. We let people down. We are not good enough. We don't live up to our 
talents or capabilities. Fundamentally, we do not love ourselves enough.  

      Jesus forgives. We cannot account for this forgiving love. We do not deserve it. But 
Jesus forgives quickly and easily. He knows exactly who we are and he loves us anyway. He 
will not go away. He will not abandon you and me. It is the greatest gift we can have in life; 
to know that we are loved. Not even death can separate us from him. Perfect joy awaits us 
with him in paradise. To the thief crucified near him he said: “This day you will be with 
me in paradise.” So he will speak these words to us, repentant sinners that we are! 



      We can no longer imagine God as a cosmic bookkeeper or accountant, keeping a ledger 
of our merits and demerits. God gives us everything; and hopes for our response. Will we 
give him our lives in joyful service? Ministry at St. Kilian, the stewardship of the church, is 
our loving response to him. 

      Peace, Father Bruce  

  


